
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is Youth Parliament? 

Youth Parliament has been held every three to four years, or once every Parliament term, since 1994 and 
gives young New Zealanders the opportunity to gain an understanding of the parliamentary and 
government decision making processes.  

It is also a unique opportunity for Members of Parliament (MPs) to learn about the important issues 
affecting young people today as well as understand their aspirations and ideas for moving our nation 
forward. 

  

Who organises Youth Parliament? 

Youth Parliament 2013 is organised by the Ministry of Youth Development in collaboration with the Office of 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Office of the Clerk, the Parliamentary Service and New 
Zealand’s 121 Members of Parliament.  

  

When will Youth Parliament 2013 be held? 

The seventh Youth Parliament will be held in the Parliamentary Buildings on Tuesday 16 and Wednesday 
17 July 2013.  

  

Who is involved with Youth Parliament? 

Youth Parliament 2013 will involve 121 Youth MPs and 10 Youth Press Gallery members 

Every MP will select a Youth MP to represent them and their community.  

The Youth Press Gallery members will be selected by the Parliamentary Press Gallery to report on the 
events of Youth Parliament 2013. 

  

What will Youth MPs do at Youth Parliament?  

Youth Parliament is as close as possible to the real thing. During the event, Youth MPs will debate 
legislation, sit on select committees and ask oral questions of Cabinet Ministers. They will also have the 
opportunity to meet various MPs and learn more about the role of an MP.  

 

What will the Youth Press Gallery do during Youth Parliament?  

To gain an understanding of how the Parliamentary Press Gallery operates while the House is sitting, the 
Youth Press Gallery members will sit in the Press Gallery seats while observing the debates and will also 
attend select committee sessions.   They will then put together stories of these events so that the concerns 
and recommendations of Youth MP’s are presented to other young people, key decision makers and the 
general public. 

The Youth Press Gallery will also attend a session run by the Parliamentary Press Gallery which will 
provide them with an understanding of the role of the media in Parliament and support them with the writing 
and publishing of their stories.  



            

Frequently Asked Questions – continued  
 
 

Who can apply for Youth Parliament 2013? 

Young people aged between 16 to 18 years (inclusive) can apply to become a Youth MP.  A Youth MP will 
be someone who is active in their community and passionate about youth issues and politics.  They will be 
confident and able to seek the views, opinions and ideas of their peers and represent these at Youth 
Parliament. 

Young aspiring journalists aged between 16 and 24 years (inclusive) are invited to apply to become a 
Youth Press Gallery member.  A Youth Press Gallery member will be a student studying journalism, 
communications or media or a secondary school student with a strong and active interest in the media, or 
they may be working at a media outlet as an intern or junior reporter.   

Applicants will need to be available to attend Youth Parliament 2013 on 16 and 17 July. 

  

How can young people apply to become a Youth MP? 

Youth MPs are selected by electorate and list MPs.  Each MP will run their own selection process to recruit 
their Youth MP.  In previous years, MPs have used a range of methods for selecting their Youth MP, such 
as an essay or speech competition.  Young people interested in applying for Youth Parliament 2013 should 
contact their local MP’s office. 

The selection process for Youth MPs will run from 11 February to 5 April.   

  

How can young people apply to become a Youth Press Gallery member? 

Young people interested in applying to be part of the Youth Press Gallery should contact the Ministry of 
Youth Development at beheard@youthparliament.govt.nz for further information.   

The selection process for Youth Press Gallery members will run from 11 February to 5 April. 

  

How long will the young people remain as Youth MP or Youth Press Gallery? 

Youth MPs and Youth Press Gallery members will have the opportunity to hold their title from 1 May until 
31 December 2013.  

During this time Youth MPs will actively engage with their community to gain an understanding of the ideas 
and concerns of youth in the area.   Youth Press Gallery members will continue to keep up to date with the 
Youth MPs activities during their tenure and provide updates for the Ministry of Youth Development’s 
communication channels including the Aotearoa Youth Voices newsletter. 


